Modified pancreaticogastrostomy following pancreaticoduodenectomy.
A modified pancreaticogastrostomy without gastrotomy was performed in 46 patients undergoing pancreaticoduodenectomy for malignant or benign disease. Postoperative complications related to the modified pancreaticogastrostomy occurred in one patient (2%). Operative mortality was 4% and was unrelated to the pancreaticogastrostomy itself. During the first postoperative year, four patients died of causes unrelated to the original disease process, and nine patients died of recurrent carcinoma. The remaining 31 patients were alive and well at a mean follow-up of 20 months. Results of postoperative gastroscopy were normal in all patients studied. A modified pancreaticogastrostomy without gastrotomy is a safe and effective procedure for pancreatic reconstruction in pancreaticoduodenectomy.